
JOHN A REISENBACH FOUNDATION CELEBRATES 25 YEARS
HELPING SHAPE ‘A BETTER AND SAFER NEW YORK’

To Aid and Protect New Yorkers and New York City’s Streets and Neighborhoods, Foundation 
has Raised Critical Funds for the City’s Most Impactful Public Service Organizations

Announces the Initiation of a Long-Term Strategic Plan to Build on Recent Successes, Increase 
Fundraising, Refine Programmatic Grants, Build New Programs and Expand its Reach

NEW YORK - December 5, 2016 – The John A. Reisenbach Foundation – as it celebrates 25 
years of helping shape a better and safer New York through the targeted support of key 
organizations that focus on community assistance, public safety, and young and vulnerable New 
Yorkers – today announced the initiation of a long-term strategic planning endeavor to build for 
the next 25 years and beyond. The Foundation will celebrate its history and promise for the 
future at its annual gala in New York City on December 6th.

“For a quarter century, the Reisenbach Foundation has played a pivotal role in making New York 
a safer and more livable city,” said Reisenbach Foundation Board Chairman Gerry Byrne. 
“As proud as I am to look back on all that has been accomplished, I’m even more eager for what 
lies ahead as our Foundation looks to the future and we continue to honor the life and legacy of 
John Reisenbach.”

“For 25 years, the John A. Reisenbach Foundation has supported critical programs to improve 
safety and build neighborhood initiatives throughout the five boroughs,” said New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio. “Those programs continue, and today they go even further in unveiling a 
long-term strategic plan to expand the reach and impact of the organization’s funding. The 
Reisenbach Foundation’s impact on our city – past and present – is great.”

“New York City is as strong and safe as it is today in no small part because of organizations like 
the Reisenbach Foundation. So many children and communities have benefited from its work, 
which I’ve been glad to support,” said Founder of Bloomberg L.P. and Bloomberg 
Philanthropies and former Mayor of New York City Michael Bloomberg. “It's great to see 
one of our own, Jacki Kelley, get recognized for all the good work she's done with children in 
foster care. Congratulations to all the honorees – and to everyone at the Foundation on 25 years 
of public service.”
 
The Foundation was formed in 1991 to honor the life of New York City advertising executive 
John A. Reisenbach, who was the victim of a random and senseless murder in Greenwich Village 
the year prior. In its early years, the Foundation focused on public safety and partnered with 
grassroots neighborhood watch programs. Over the last quarter century, it has evolved to fund 
critical initiatives that create safe environments, protect vulnerable populations and improve 
quality of life in all five boroughs. Today, the Foundation provides grants that align with at least 
one of three programmatic pillars:



● “Youth and Education,” a program that provides education and career opportunities to 
children and young adults to help keep them safe and enable them to pursue their goals.

● “Neighborhoods,” a program that supports initiatives operating at the block level and 
similar scale, often funding those responding to community needs at a grassroots level.

● “Safety and Quality of Life,” a program that funds effective crime-prevention initiatives.

The Foundation is commencing the research and formation phase of a long-term strategic plan to 
build on its recent success and guide the organization for the future. The goals of the plan are to 
further increase its fundraising activities, engage in a comprehensive grant review, establish new 
programs that advance its mission and expand its reach to more New Yorkers. New initiatives 
may include a venture philanthropy program designed to identify, scale up, and replicate 
particularly innovative New York City-based programs aligned with the Foundation’s mission, 
and the creation of an annual symposium on important issues facing New York City and its 
quality of life.

Over the past two years, the Reisenbach Foundation has made meaningful strides advancing its 
mission. The organization hired an Executive Director; expanded its Board composition beyond 
New York City’s advertising and media industry to include representatives of the City’s tech, 
finance and real estate communities; established a Trailblazers Council to engage the next 
generation of New York leaders; and increased its grant-making capacity by more than 50%.

“We are proud to be able to fund programs that keep New Yorkers safe and provide them with 
resources they need to achieve their dreams,” said Reisenbach Foundation Executive Director 
Naomi Ryan. “Our multi-tiered approach includes support for particularly vulnerable 
populations like homeless individuals and children who are at risk for abuse as well as support 
for programs that keep all New Yorkers safe, such as Crime Stoppers. We are deeply grateful to 
the generous donors who have enabled us to serve New York City for the past twenty five years, 
and we look forward to doing even more in the next twenty five.”

Safe streets, child abuse prevention and services for homeless youth are among the programs 
Reisenbach supports, and some of New York City’s most important public service organizations 
rely on the Foundation to support their vital work year after year. The programs and 
organizations Reisenbach supported through grants in 2016 are:

● Camp PowerPOINT, The Point
● Career Preparation for the Formerly Incarcerated, New York Cares
● Child Safety Workshops, Child Abuse Prevention Program of New York Foundling
● Crime Stoppers, New York City Police Foundation
● English Language Learners, Internationals Network for Public Schools
● Forever Fathers, The Doe Fund
● Hardest to Serve Homelessness Initiative, Fountain House
● Reisenbach Interns Program, Police Athletic League
● Stop the Violence, New York Foundling
● Streetwork, Safe Horizon
● The John A. Reisenbach Financial Literacy Workshops, Foster Pride



● The John A. Reisenbach Master’s Scholarships, John Jay College
● The John A. Reisenbach Safe Neighborhood Awards, Citizens Committee of NYC
● Youth Income Building Program, Women in Need (Win)

2016 Gala Honorees: 
Anna Griffin, Senior Vice President of Corporate Marketing, CA Technologies
Anna is an award-winning marketer who, for more than 20 years, has helped build and promote 
visionary campaigns for global brands such as Apple, Sony, Nortel, Juniper Networks, Saturn, 
Land’s End, the San Francisco Opera, and Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines. Ms. Griffin joined CA 
Technologies, the 4th largest software company in the world, in 2014 to holistically rebrand and 
define CA on every level. In 2008, she was awarded her second Gold Effie, the industry’s 
highest recognition given for marketing effectiveness, for her work with Nortel. In 2010 her 
work with Juniper was awarded best BtoB Marketing Campaign of the year and in 2013 her 
work for Juniper was shortlisted for a Cannes Golden Lion. Her passion for creativity extends 
beyond the industry and into the classroom as a founder of Naledi Christian Academy in 
Potchefstroom South Africa, serving the young and creative minds of township children with a 
world class education opportunity.

Marla Kaplowitz, CEO, MEC North America
Marla is committed to philanthropy and expanding the influence of the media community within 
that realm. As CEO of MEC North America, Marla has been at the helm of driving forward the 
agency’s strategic growth initiatives since 2011 with a focus on delivering growth for its people, 
clients and the industry. Under Marla’s leadership, the agency has grown in both size and scope. 
With a sincere focus and commitment to people, she is the driving force behind the launch of 
MEC’s award-winning “Inspire Happiness” curriculum, health and wellness initiatives such as 
mindfulness and iThrive development workshops, new skill-based training, and the agency’s 
giving back efforts that afford its employees an opportunity to take two days per year to 
volunteer with a charity of choice. Marla is a member of the 4As Media Leadership Council, 
Advertising Women of New York (AWNY), and was recognized by Advertising Age as a 
‘Woman to Watch’ in 2012. Along with her support of the Reisenbach Foundation, Marla is an 
avid movie buff as a member of the Film Society of Lincoln Center and is an active contributor 
to the West Side Campaign Against Hunger where her two sons volunteer regularly.

Jacki Kelley, COO, Bloomberg Media
Jacki Kelley is Chief Operating Officer of Bloomberg Media Group, Bloomberg L.P.’s global 
multi-platform media organization that comprises web, mobile, television, digital video, radio, 
print magazines and live events platforms. Jacki, who joined Bloomberg L.P. in September 2014, 
leads the business operations of Bloomberg Media, with a focus on driving global revenue 
growth, brand strength and developing the company’s new media strategy under CEO Justin B. 
Smith. Jacki started her career at USA TODAY, where she rose from an intern to Senior Vice 
President of Advertising, overseeing advertising and marketing for all international and domestic 
editions of the newspaper. Jacki was named a Matrix Award Honoree by New York Women in 
Communications; Advertising Woman of the Year by the Advertising Women of New York; and 
was inducted into the American Advertising Federation Hall of Achievement. She was honored 
as one of Crain’s New York Business’s 50 Most Powerful Women in New York in 2013, one 



Advertising Age’s 100 Most Influential Women in Advertising and was number one on Business 
Insider’s 30 Most Powerful Women in Advertising list.

###

About the John A. Reisenbach Foundation:
The John A. Reisenbach Foundation has worked “For a Better and Safer New York” since 1991. 
 Through grants and strategic partnerships, the Foundation addresses systemic problems like unequal 
access to education and job training that keep individuals vulnerable and that contribute to poverty and 
crime. Reisenbach strives every day to support safety, security, and a high quality of life for all New 
Yorkers. The Foundation was created to honor the life of advertising executive John A. Reisenbach, who 
was the victim of a random murder in Greenwich Village in 1990. The Foundation is rooted in the 
advertising and media industries, which helped form the organization and provide its core funding. In 
recent years, its reach has expanded to encompass corporate and individual donors from across the City 
and beyond. For more information, visit: http://reisenbachfoundation.org.
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